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l. Introduction

A. Last week we looked at Jacob as an example of a son who was faithful to God.
Tonight we are focusing on Joseph.

B. As I've said repeatedly, we're ultimately trying to see if we can learn anything
about how the parents in these cases successfully transmitted their faith. This is the final
lesson in this series. As | understand it, the class that was scheduled for next week has
been replaced by a time of singing and pizza eating. | don't know how Terry got out of
explaining everything you ever wanted to know about imparting faith, but he pulled it off.

I1. Joseph's Faith

A. You recall that when Rebekah learned of Esau’s intention to murder his brother
Jacob she wanted Jacob to go stay with her brother Laban in Haran. She sold this to Isaac
by telling him she could not stand the thought of Jacob marrying one of the local Hittite
women. So Isaac sent Jacob to Laban.

B. Jacob wanted to marry Laban's younger daughter, Rachel, and agreed to work
for Laban for seven years in exchange for her hand. During the wedding ceremony that
was held after Jacob's seven years of labor, Laban secretly substituted his older daughter,
Leah, as the bride. When Jacob cried foul, Laban excused his deceit by appealing to their
cultural practice of the older daughter marrying first.

C. Laban said that Jacob could marry Rachel after the seven days of the wedding
festivities accompanying his marriage to Leah were over, if he agreed to work for Laban
for seven more years. That is what Jacob chose to do.

D. While Jacob was in Haran, Jacob had six sons and one daughter by Leah, two
sons by Leah's servant, Zilpah, two sons by Rachel's servant, Bilhah, and finally he had a
son by Rachel.

1. When she had given birth, Rachel said (Gen. 30:23), "God has taken
away my reproach,” and she named the son Joseph (Gen. 30:24), saying, "May the Lord
add to me another son!" Joseph means "May he add."

2. After Joseph was born, Jacob worked for Laban another six years. He
then, in accordance with God's directive, moved his family back to the promise land.

3. The Lord did indeed grant Rachel another son, but that was after Jacob
and his family had returned to Canaan. As Jacob and his family traveled from Shechem to
Ephrath (Bethlehem), Rachel died outside of Ephrath giving birth to Jacob's twelfth son,



Benjamin. The family continued on to Hebron where Jacob's father Isaac was still living
at the time.

E. The story of Joseph occupies roughly the last quarter of the book of Genesis, so
it is quite a lot of material, and you no doubt are familiar with it. The story begins in
Genesis 37 where we are told that Joseph at age seventeen was tending Jacob's flock with
his older brothers. He was "with™ or "helping" the sons of Bilhah (Dan, Naphtali) and
Zilpah (Gad, Asher) and apparently became aware of conduct on the part of his brothers
that he felt obligated to report to his father. We are not told the nature of the conduct or
the content of the bad report he gave, and it is possible Joseph was just being a tattletale
to elevate himself at his brothers' expense, but it seems more likely that this event is
recounted to provide an opening glimpse of young Joseph's character; he is a dutiful son
who puts faithfulness to his father above popularity with his brothers.

F. Jacob, also named Israel, loved Joseph more than his other sons because he was
a son of Jacob's old age, as was Benjamin. They were Jacob's last two sons, the sons born
of his beloved Rachel who was barren until Jacob's later years. | assume Joseph was the
favored son of Jacob's old age because Rachel had died giving birth to Benjamin, so the
joy of his birth would have been mixed with bitterness. Even though Jacob had lived with
the strife associated with his parents having favorite sons, albeit different ones (Isaac
favored Esau and Rebekah favored Jacob), he repeats their parenting mistake.

G. Jacob made his favoritism of Joseph open and obvious by making him a
special and distinctive robe. Whether the robe was multicolored, richly ornamented, or
simply had long sleeves is disputed, but it clearly was special and distinctive and was a
visual testimony of Jacob's preference for Joseph. The result of this blatant favoritism
was that Joseph's brothers hated him so intensely that they could not speak kindly to him.

H. Their hatred for Joseph was magnified when he told them of his dream that
when they were all out binding sheaves in the field his sheaf stood up and all their
sheaves bowed down to it. When he told his father and brothers about another dream in
which the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing before him, even his father
rebuked him for airing the idea that they would all bow before him. Genesis 37:11 says,
"And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind."

I. One day Jacob sent Joseph to check on his brothers who were out tending
Jacob's flock in Shechem. Joseph learned they actually were in Dothan, about fourteen
miles north of Shechem, and went to them there. His brothers saw him when he was still
far off, his unique coat no doubt aiding that identification, and decided they were going to
Kill him and throw his body into a cistern (a pit for storing water that was dug into
limestone and plastered). Reuben, the eldest son, persuaded the brothers to hold Joseph in
a cistern instead of Killing him, presumably by arguing that would give them more time to
think about what to do with him. In fact, Reuben was planning to rescue him. So when
Joseph arrived they stripped him of his hated robe and threw him into an empty cistern.



J. Unfortunately for Reuben's rescue plan, his brother Judah saw a caravan of
Ishmaelites/Midianites (the people fit both designations) heading to Egypt and persuaded
the brothers to sell Joseph to them as a slave. To cover their evil deed, they slaughtered a
goat, dipped Joseph's coat in the blood, and then took it to their father as proof that an
animal had devoured Joseph. Jacob again is made to suffer by a cruel deception, one that
has possible echoes of his deception of Isaac in pretending to be Esau (both involved
clothing and an animal).

K. The Ishamaelites/Midianites sold Joseph to Potiphar, a high-ranking officer of
Pharaoh. Genesis 39 recounts that, by the Lord's blessing, Joseph rose to prominence in
Potiphar's house and wound up being in charge of Potiphar's entire household. He was
trusted with everything.

L. Joseph was a well-built and handsome young man (Gen. 39:6), and after a
while Potiphar's wife flat out propositioned him when they were alone in the house.

1. Now this is a real test of his faithfulness. Given that he was a young,
unmarried man, and given how this come-on would have stoked the male ego, | am
certain there was a part of him that would have loved to hop in bed with this woman. It
would have been a tremendous temptation. All that physical pleasure, and it would have
been their little secret.

2. It is because | feel sure the temptation would have been so great that |
so much admire Joseph's response in Gen. 39:8-9 (ESV): "Behold, because of me my
master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has
in my charge. ° He is not greater in this house than | am, nor has he kept back anything
from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can | do this great wickedness
and sin against God?"

3. Here is a living faith in God, a faith that dictates his conduct despite
how much part of him may have wanted to do wrong and despite the fact his sin would
go undiscovered by other people. He refused to break faith with God; that commitment
trumped all else. As the song goes, "Lord, give us such a faith as this!"

M. And this was not a one-shot deal. Genesis 39:10 says that Potiphar's wife
pressed him day after day trying to break down his resistance, trying to seduce him, but
Joseph would not listen to her.

N. One day when they were alone in the house, she grabbed Joseph's garment and
said "Lie with me." Joseph just took off and literally ran out of the house leaving his
garment in her hand. She then falsely accused Joseph of having tried to rape her, claiming
he had left the garment behind when she screamed, so Potiphar threw him in prison. The
fact Potiphar did not have him killed may indicate he had some suspicions about his
wife's story or it may simply be an indication that the Lord protected Joseph.



1. Joseph certainly was in no position to try to defend himself. It would be
his word against Potiphar's wife, and accusing a man's wife of being unfaithful without
proof is not a wise course of action, all the more when you are a foreign slave and he is a
powerful man in the country.

2. You can imagine that being thrown in prison after having honored God
by resisting a powerful temptation might be a blow to Joseph's faith. Here he is being
faithful to God and he winds up suffering as a result! But, as you know, Joseph's faith is
deeper than that; it trusts in God even when he acts in ways that make no sense to us at
the time. Indeed, his faithfulness in the matter of Potiphar's wife was after he had been
sold into slavery. This is before the outlines of God's larger work begin to come into
view.

3. This is where so much of the struggle of faith happens in life, between
my state of suffering and my understanding of its role in any larger plan. Can I continue
to trust that God has me in his hand when | cannot see what he possibly can be doing?
Suffering in that "dark space” tests a person's faith.

0. By God's blessing, Joseph is eventually put in charge of the prisoners, just as
he had risen to prominence in Potiphar's house. Pharaoh's chief cupbearer and chief baker
were thrown into Joseph's prison. One night they both had dreams that Joseph interpreted.
He told the cupbearer that in three days he would be restored to his position, and Joseph
asked that he convey Joseph's innocence to Pharaoh when that happened. He told the
baker that he would be hanged in three days. Both interpretations came to pass, but the
cupbearer forgot to tell Pharaoh about Joseph.

P. Two years later, Pharaoh had a couple of troubling dreams that no one could
interpret for him. The cupbearer told Pharaoh that Joseph had accurately interpreted his
and the baker's dreams, so Pharaoh sent for Joseph.

1. Joseph, by the revelation of God, told Pharaoh that his dreams meant
there were coming seven years of abundance followed by seven years of famine, and
Joseph suggested that Pharaoh initiate a grain conservation and storage program so that
he would have grain during the famine. Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of the project
because his ability to interpret the dreams showed that God was granting him
extraordinary discernment and wisdom.

2. Joseph was 30 years old at that time (Gen. 41:46). He was given an
Egyptian name (Zaphenath-paneah) and an Egyptian wife and then traveled around Egypt
storing up grain.

Q. When the famine hit, it was so bad that people from the entire region were
coming to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph. In Genesis 42, Jacob sends his sons, except
Benjamin, to Egypt to buy grain. Not surprisingly, they did not recognize Joseph as their
brother. It had been many years since they had seen him, he was using an interpreter, and
he was in a position they could not have imagined.



R. Joseph manipulated the situation to get them to bring Benjamin to Egypt. He
told them they could confirm their story and thus prove they were not spies by bringing to
him the younger brother they claimed had remained in Canaan with their father. I think
he is looking to see if they had learned anything about the bond of brotherhood and what
it means to love their father through the dastardly thing they had done to him. Were they
now different, were they the kind of people with whom he could be reconciled, or would
they treat Rachel's only other son, Benjamin, with the same lack of love they had shown
to him and again break their father's heart?

S. Benjamin eventually was brought to Egypt. Joseph sent them on their way but
planted his silver cup in Benjamin's sack. He then sent his servants after them to discover
the planted cup, and he brought them all back under the accusation they had stolen from
him. Joseph told them they could return to their father but that Benjamin had to remain as
his slave. Judah, the brother who conceived the idea to sell Joseph into slavery, begged
Joseph to take him instead of Benjamin because his father could not take the loss of his
only other son by Rachel.

T. Joseph now saw his brothers as men with whom he could be reconciled, men
who had learned that Rachel's sons are no less their brothers and are too precious to their
father to be treated otherwise. Judah was now willing to be a slave rather than allow that
fate to befall Benjamin, quite a turnaround from the person who orchestrated Joseph's
sale into slavery. Joseph ordered everyone out and then in a tremendously emotional
moment revealed himself to his brothers.

U. Joseph's deep faith in God is perhaps nowhere better exemplified than in his
statement to his brothers in Gen. 45:5-8 (ESV): °® And now do not be distressed or angry
with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.

® For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. ” And God sent me before you to
preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. & So it was
not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all
his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

1. He continued to trust in God through the years when it was not clear
what God was doing. He was sold as a slave and then saw his faithfulness rewarded with
years of imprisonment, but he continued to trust that his life was in God's hands.

2. When God allowed him to see the pivotal role he was playing in the
preservation of the covenant people, he allowed him to see his faith vindicated. God let
him see how privileged he was to suffer as an instrument of God's blessing.

3. We often cannot see what God is doing in our circumstances, and we
are tempted to doubt if he is at work, but we need to hold to him in the darkness. If we
are not allowed to see in this life how our struggles fit within God's larger picture, we
will see it some day.



V. Jacob and his family settled in Egypt and lived under the blessing of Joseph's
rule. Jacob died there at the age of 147 (Gen. 47:28). His body was embalmed and then
taken to Canaan for interment in the cave of Machpelah at Hebron. Joseph died in Egypt
around 54 years later at the age of 110.

W. Genesis 50:24-25 (ESV) states: 2* And Joseph said to his brothers, "l am
about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land that he
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." % Then Joseph made the sons of Israel
swear, saying, "God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here."”
Heb. 11:22 states: By faith Joseph, when at the end of life, made mention of the exodus of
the sons of Israel and gave instructions regarding his bones.

1. At the end of his life, Joseph expressed his continuing faith in God.
Though he and the entire family of Israel had lived in Egypt for many decades, he trusted
that God would be true to his promise and would one day bring them into the promise
land, the land he had sworn to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

2. Joseph's instruction was that when that day came that his bones were
not to be left behind. Exodus 13:19 (ESV) states: Moses took the bones of Joseph with
him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, "God will surely
visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here."”

I11. The Influence of Jacob

A. Scripture does not specify what influence Jacob had on the development of
Joseph's faith.

1. Joseph would have been aware of the wealth with which God had
blessed his father and presumably would have been aware of Jacob's encounter with the
angels at Mahanaim and his having wrestled with the angel of God near Penuel.

2. Perhaps he was told that the reason they went to Bethel when they
returned to Canaan was that God had instructed Jacob to go there. And | would assume
he was aware that God appeared to Jacob at Bethel, renewed the covenant with him, and
changed his name to Israel.

B. Though Jacob's favoritism of Joseph was not a wise parenting procedure, their
close relationship probably enhanced Jacob's influence in Joseph's life. You see this
closeness in the depth of Jacob's grief when he was deceived about Joseph's death (Gen.
37:34-35), in the emotion of their reunion in Gen. 46:29-30, and in Joseph's emotion at
Jacob's death in Gen. 50:1.

1. We have talked repeatedly about the importance of being genuine in
your faith, in having a faith that is lived out daily. That is absolutely crucial because your
child will recognize if you are merely going through the motions of faith, playing at



religion with an absence of heart. But the other side of the imparting-faith equation is
maintaining a relationship with your child so that they are willing to receive and benefit
from the faith you are genuinely expressing.

2. If you alienate your child, he or she will tend to reject what you hold
dear because he or she has rejected you. When Paul instructs fathers in Eph. 6:4 not to
provoke their children to anger but to bring them up in the training and instruction of the
Lord, he is telling them not to engender in their children justifiable anger through such
things as excessively severe discipline, unreasonably harsh demands, abuse of authority,
arbitrariness, subjecting the child to humiliation, and all forms of gross insensitivity to a
child's needs and sensibilities. He contrasts generating such anger ("but™) with bringing
them up in the training and instruction of the Lord because that anger works against
transmitting your faith.



